Indiana: 2023 Annual Report of Child Abuse & Neglect Fatalities in Indiana

The Annual Report of Child Abuse and Neglect Fatalities in Indiana is the state’s official record
of child deaths determined by the Indiana Department of Child Services to have been caused by
caregiver maltreatment or neglect.

Victim: 15-day-old boy

DCS involvement at time of fatal event: No open DCS involvement
Number of previous unsubstantiated assessments for victim: 0
Number of previous substantiated assessments for victim: 0
Perpetrators: Father, mother

Perpetrator history of substantiated assessments: 0

Circumstances: A 15-day-old boy died from abusive head trauma. He lived with his parents,
grandparents and other family members. On the day of the fatality, the parents stated they had
been in their bedroom with the child the entire day. The parents stated the child had not been
eating well, so they tried feeding him baby formula with a 10 mL syringe. The mother stated that
at some point the child was breathing hard, so she checked the child’s temperature, and it was
normal. The parents continued napping and alternating care of the child for several hours until
the father attempted to feed the child, and the child stopped breathing. The parents admitted
that they had performed CPR on the child earlier that day but said the child seemed fine after
that. At no point did the parents seek medical attention for the child when the child had
breathing and feeding issues. At autopsy, the child was found to have brain hemorrhages and
multiple rib fractures.
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