


the front and back of her ribs, and a skull fracture across her forehead from temple to 
temple. Initial brain death testing occurred showing no brain activity, a second test 
confirmed brain-death, and on February 25, 2024, the infant was pronounced deceased 
at 5:06 p.m. 
 

The Bartow Police Department (24-519) completed the initial response and then 
transferred the case to the Polk County Sheriff’s Office Homicide Unit (2024-006878) to 
complete the investigation into the death of the infant. On March 5, 2024, the father was 
arrested and charged with Aggravated Manslaughter of a Child, Aggravated Child 
Abuse, and two counts of Knowingly Abuse Child without Bodily Harm 
 
The death certificate was received on April 1, 2024, and indicated District 10 Medical 
Examiner Vera V. Volnikh, M.D., signed and certified the death certificate for the child 
on March 27, 2024. ME# 24-10-FA-108.  
 
Cause of Death: Head Trauma  
 
Manner of Death: Homicide 
 
On December 4, 2024, the Department of Children and Families’ investigation was 
closed with:  
 

- Verified Findings of Death, Physical Injury, Internal Injuries, and Bone Fracture 
as to the infant, with the father as the caregiver responsible.  

 
Other Children in the Family:   
 
Grief counseling was offered to the family and declined.  
 
Summary of Current Agency Involvement with Family 
 
The family did not have any open services.  
 
Summary of Prior Agency Involvement with Family 
 
The infant and father do not have any prior abuse report history.  
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