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in December 2022. The grandmother maintained that she routinely checked him to ensure he did 
not have any firearms in his possession, prior to him coming into her home. 

The uncle was not at the home when the incident occurred and invoked his right to council when 
he was asked any questions beyond providing his address and how long he has resided there.  

The children are not usually at the grandmother's home. They would visit every couple of months 
but not regularly. The mother denied knowing the grandmother had any guns in the home and 
denied knowledge that the uncle was living in the home, as she believed he was living with his 
father (the mother and uncle are half-siblings, as they do not have the same father).  

The Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office opened an investigation which was closed on October 3, 2023, 
without pursuing criminal charges. 

The Medical Examiner completed an autopsy and determined the cause of death as gunshot 
wound to head with perforation of skull and brain. The manner of death was a homicide.  

Based on the information obtained during the investigation, DCF Duval County Child Protective 
Investigations closed the investigation on October 15, 2024, with verified findings of death and 
inadequate supervision as to Evan, and verified findings of inadequate supervision as to the 
sibling. The grandmother was the identified caregiver responsible.  
 
Other Children in the Home 

 
Evan had one sibling at the time of his death who was deemed safe and remained in the care of 
the mother. The mother and sibling engaged in therapy. 
   
2. Summary of Prior Agency Involvement with Family 
 
Neither of the children have any prior reports, and the mother doesn’t have any prior reports as 
an adult caregiver.  
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