Child Fatality Summary
Child’s Name: Dontarrius Fiffer County: Duval
Date of Birth: August 26, 2021 Date of Death: January 17, 2023

Report Number: 2023-017474

Family Composition Chart

Age at Time of
Name Incident Relationship with Deceased Child
Dontarrius Fiffer 16 months Deceased Child
P 5 months Half-Sibling by mother
i 2 Sibling
I o) Half-Sibling by mother
P 8 Half-Sibling by mother
Charlesana Thomas 27 Mother
Antwan Harper 28 Mother’s paramour

1. Circumstances Surrounding Death

On January 17, 2023, this 16-month-old toddler was found unresponsive by the mother after
taking a nap. The mother asked a visiting friend to drive her to UF Health Shands while another
friend performed cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). Despite life-saving efforts, he was
pronounced deceased at 7:45pm.

The mother stated that on the day of the incident, she prepared lunch for the toddler and laid him
down to take a nap between 3:00 and 4:00 PM. When she went to wake him up between 5:00
and 6:00 PM she found him unconscious in his bed and noticed vomit around his mouth. At the
time, there were three friends visiting at the house. Two friends drove with her to the hospital and
one friend stayed with the remaining children. The names of the other adults were not provided
by the mother.

The mother was drug screened and tested positive for THC but denied using any other
substances. Later in the investigation, another drug screen came back positive for THC,
methamphetamines, bupropion, and Kratom. The mother admitted to marijuana use but stated
she did not know where the other drugs had come from. The mother later stated that she allowed
another friend to stay at her home who used fentanyl and other drugs.

The medical examiner completed an autopsy and determined the cause of death to be acute
fentanyl intoxication and the manner of death could not be determined.

The Jacksonville Sheriff's Office opened an investigation which was closed without pursuing
criminal charges based on being unable to determine whose drugs were ingested by the child.

The First Coast Child Protection Team (CPT) completed a medical records review on August 15,
2023. CPT had positive findings for fatal neglect or fatal physical abuse stating, “Fentanyl
intoxication. The route by which he was poisoned is not clear. Some children pick up such
substances that are left on the floor or furniture. Deliberate administration is another possibility.”
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Based on the information obtained during the investigation, DCF Duval County Child Protective
Investigations closed the investigation on October 11", 2023 with verified findings of death due to
neglect due to substance misuse-illicit drugs and inadequate supervision by the mother. The
report is also being closed with verified findings of substance misuse-illicit drugs for the half-
siblings.

The investigation is also being closed with verified findings of failure to thrive and medical
neglect for the youngest sibling by the mother.

Other Children in the Family

The infant had four siblings and/or half-siblings at the time of his death who were deemed unsafe

in the care of the mother after services had been initiated. |

N

Summary of Prior Agency Involvement with Family

Since 2018, the family has been involved in 10 prior investigations with patterns related to
substance misuse.

In 2022, the family was involved in three investigations. In October, an investigation listing the
youngest half-sibling as the child victim and the mother as the alleged perpetrator was closed
with no indicators for abandonment. A June investigation listing the decedent and three oldest
half-siblings as child victims and the mother as the alleged perpetrator was closed with not
substantiated findings of substance misuse-illicit drugs. In February, an investigation listing the
two oldest half-siblings as the child victims and an uncle as the caregiver responsible was closed
with verified findings of sexual abuse-sexual battery.
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