


Presumptive drug screens were offered to all the adults. Although the uncle was unable
to provide a sample for the drug screen, he was visibly impaired at the onset of the
investigation. The grandfather is described as bedridden, but he can walk short
distances throughout the home. Both of the grandparents have health conditions for
which various medications are prescribed, and there were concerns regarding misuse,
as there were bottles with labels rubbed off, pills unaccounted for, and medication
bottles that contained various pills. The grandparents agreed to drug screen and they
both tested positive for their prescription medications. The grandmother also tested
positive for morphine, offering that she took one of her husband’s pills days prior.
Additionally, the grandmother admitted that they frequently used each other’s
medications.

Dr. S. Utley with the District 12 (Manatee, Sarasota, and Desoto Counties) Medical
Examiner’s Office conducted the autopsy on the toddler. The cause of death is listed as
drowning and the manner as an accident.

The Manatee County Sheriff's Office conducted the criminal investigation, and a capias
request was sent to the State Attorney’s Office regarding the grandmother. However,
the criminal investigation was resolved with no charges or an arrest.

Based on the interviews and evidence gathered during the course of this investigation,
Child Protective Investigations in Manatee County closed their investigation with the
following findings:

Child Identified Maltreatment Finding Caregiver Responsible
Alayla Death Verified Grandmother/Grandfather
Hardin Environmental Hazards Verified Grandmother/Grandfather
Inadequate Supervision Verified Grandmother/Grandfather
Substance Misuse — lllicit Verified Uncle
Substance Misuse — Prescription | Verified Grandmother/Uncle

Other Children in the Family

The grandparents have no other children in their care.

Summary of Prior Agency Involvement with Family

There are no prior investigations involving the paternal grandparents.

There is one investigation from April 2021 concerning substance use, as the mother and
child tested positive for illicit substances when the child was born. The mother tested
positive for marijuana and methadone, and she advised that she smoked marijuana
throughout her pregnancy to treat nausea and claimed that she took methadone (not
prescribed to her) several times towards the end of her pregnancy to manage
headaches. The child tested positive only for marijuana; however, she experienced
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