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Neighbors flagged down the maintenance worker and told him they heard a gunshot.  
He called 911 and went to check on the occupants of the rooms.  When he got to the 

room occupied by the mother, he asked if everything was ok, and she said it was just a 
nosebleed and he observed the mother wiping the baby’s face.  He cancelled the 911 

call.  A neighbor went into the room and saw the 2-year-old child had a wound on her 
chest and back.  The neighbor grabbed a blanked, wrapped it around the child and took 
the child to the hospital.  

 
The mother’s boyfriend was called to return home by a neighbor. The boyfriend’s son 

came out of the room and was hysterical.  He said he didn’t mean to do it.  He told the 
maintenance worker there was a “hole”.  The maintenance worker went back into the 
room and observed the gunshot wound to the (now) deceased victim who was on the 

bed.  He called 911 a second time.  
 

The mother’s boyfriend was not there when the incident occurred, but the mother stated 
he came back before law enforcement arrived.  The boyfriend went into the rooms, took 
some things, and left.  After law enforcement arrived the boyfriend returned.  The 

surveillance video from the motel showed the boyfriend running to multiple locations 
with a white bag in his hand. 

 
The child was declared deceased at the home.   
 

A hair follicle test was completed on the twins; the results were positive for cocaine and 

THC.  
 
The law enforcement investigation was closed with the mother being charged with three 

counts of child neglect.  The charges against the mother’s boyfriend included: tampering 
with evidence, possession of a firearm by a convicted felon, failing to store or leave a 

firearm in a required manner, and culpable negligence by storing a loaded firearm within 
the reach or easy access of a minor.   
 

Medical Examiner autopsy findings: Cause of Death: Gunshot Wound of the Head; 
Manner of Death: Homicide. 

 
The department closed the investigation with verified findings of death, environmental 
hazards, inadequate supervision, and substance misuse-illicit drugs. 

 
Other Children in the Family   

 
Present danger was identified as to the three surviving siblings, and they were sheltered 
with family members. The mother was arrested and was issued a no contact order with 

the children.  The boyfriend’s child resides with his mother.   
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Summary of Prior Agency Involvement with Family 
 

The department was last involved with the family in December 2021 regarding 
allegations of inadequate supervision and a 2019 report involved allegations of 

household threatens child. 
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