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consistent with the autopsy findings of a well-demarcated line across the neonate’s back, likely 
from traumatic chest compression by clothing, with abundant petechiae of the skin and soft 
tissues superior to this level. The reported birth details and probable entrapment position also 
places the neonate’s face against the mother’s thigh. She reported the baby stopped crying, 
but does not remember how or when. The mother did not attempt to move herself, remove the 
clothing, reposition the baby during and after the birth process, pick up, comfort, seek medical 
attention, or otherwise care for the child. A neonate is fully dependent for care and survival, 
and per her statements, the mother did not attempt to create an environment where the 
neonate could breathe without restriction during the birth process, and failed to ensure his well 
being after being born. The autopsy revealed a term infant with no evidence of natural disease 
to otherwise explain his demise. As such, the cause of death is asphyxia and the manner of 
death is homicide.” 
 
The Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office has jurisdiction over this case. The mother was 
arrested for Aggravated Manslaughter of a Child and Neglect of a Child Causing Great Bodily 
Harm on 12/08/2023. The criminal case remained open at the time the DCF investigation was 
closed.  
 
Based on the information indicated above, the report was closed with “Verified” findings for the 
death, inadequate supervision and medical neglect maltreatments.  

 
Other Children in the Family   
 
There are no other children in the home.  

 
Summary of Prior Agency Involvement with Family-  
 
There are no prior reports on the decedent.  
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