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results to smoking a marijuana “joint” that must have been laced. Neither of the adults 
appeared impaired at the onset of the investigation. 

An autopsy was conducted by Dr. V. Rao with the District 12 (Manatee, Sarasota, 
and Desoto Counties) Medical Examiner’s Office. The cause of death is listed as 
asphyxia due to bed sharing with an adult and the manner of death was determined to 
be an accident. 

The Palmetto Police Department conducted the criminal investigation concerning the 
infant’s death, and their investigation resulted in no charges or arrests. 

Based on the interviews and evidence gathered during the course of the investigation, 
the Manatee County Sheriff’s Office Child Protective Investigation Division closed their 
investigation on April 13, 2022, with not substantiated findings of the death, inadequate 
supervision, and substance misuse-illicit drugs maltreatments.

Other Children in the Family

The mother has no other children. Grief counseling and substance services were 
offered to the mother, and she declined.

Regarding the other child in the home, the investigation resulted in not substantiated 
findings of substance misuse-illicit drugs. Additionally, while the death investigation was 
open, a new intake was received with concerns of physical abuse regarding the toddler 
and concerns for violence between  and his paramour. A new abuse report 
(2022-106285) was generated to further assess the family and address the new
allegations.

Summary of Prior Agency Involvement with Family

There is no child welfare history involving the decedent.

The mother was involved in one investigation in 2017, which alleged that she burned 
her girlfriend with an iron and punched her in the mouth. The mother could not be 
located during the investigation and the pair reportedly ended their relationship; the
investigation was closed with verified findings of household violence. The mother was 
also involved in a 2019 investigation which alleged substance use, primarily marijuana 
and alcohol, by the mother, her father, and his paramour ( ). There were also 
allegations that the mother engaged in an altercation with another household member. 
That investigation resulted in not substantiated findings surrounding the substance 
piece and no findings of household violence, and the father and his paramour were
referred to diversion services.  






