




Autopsy Findings 
 

I. Diphenhydramine toxicity 
a. 4-year-old child found unresponsive in secured hotel room 
b. Postmortem peripheral blood with 1.890 mg/l of diphenhydramine  
c. Postmortem gastric content containing 4.420 mg/l of diphenhydramine 

 
Conclusion: In consideration of the circumstances surrounding the death, and after 
examination of the body, and review of the available medical records, histology and 
toxicology results, it is my opinion that Masiela Decaro-Pagan, a 4-year-old girl, died as 
the result of diphenhydramine toxicity. The manner of death is classified as homicide.  
 
On January 26, 2028, the Department of Children and Families’ investigation was 
closed with:  
 

- Verified Findings of Death, Substance Misuse, and Inadequate Supervision as to 
Masiela Decaro-Pagan. 

 
Other Children in the Family:   
 
There are no other children, and the mother is receiving therapy in jail.  
 
Summary of Current Agency Involvement with Family 
 
The family did not have any open services.  
 
Summary of Prior Agency Involvement with Family 
 
The family does not have any prior abuse report history.  
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